
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th September 2025 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Bradshaw, Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke,Smith
Borough Cllr. Eddie Pope        LCC Cllr. Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were fourteen members of the public.
1726/25    To receive apologies
Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh
1727/25 To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
21st July 2025 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st July 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.
1728/25        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1729/25  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.

Lawrence Critchley stated the scouts needed a new flag for Remembrance Day and had raised funds themselves but were £70.00 short. Could the parish council donate this.

Public mentioned speeding again on Holmeswood Road (B5246)

A member of the public asked the council about safe cycle paths.
The council noted the information.

Committees and working groups

1730/25 To resolve the appointment of Cllr Pryke as Highways and Transport Working Group   Lead.
It was resolved by the council to appoint Cllr Pryke as lead on the Highways and Transport Working Group.

1731/25 To resolve the appointment of Cllr. Gordon as Finance and Governance Working Group Lead.
It was resolved by the council to appoint Cllr Gordon as lead on the Finance and Governance Working Group.

1732/25 To resolve the appointment of Cllr Newsham as Planning and Development Working Group Lead.
It was resolved by the council to appoint Cllr Newsham as lead on the Planning and Development Working Group.
1733/25 To resolve the appointment of Cllr Bradshaw as Footpath and Street Scene Portfolio Lead.

It was resolved by the council to appoint Cllr Bradshaw as lead on the Footpath and Street Scene Working Group.

1734/25   To amend the title of Social Media Officer Cllr Newsham to Social Media and Data Protection Lead.
It was resolved by the council to amend the title of Cllr Newsham from Social Media Officer to Social Media and Data Protection Lead.

1735/25 To resolve the appointment of a new councillor to attend LALC meetings following Cllr. Smith’s resignation from the position.
It was resolved by the council to appoint Cllrs Bradshaw, Gordonand Rear to represent Rufford Parish Council at LALC meetings.
Planning

1736/25  To approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 27th August 2025.
It was resolved by the council to approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 27th August 2025.

1737/25  To consider planning applications as below:

2025/0748/FUL  88, Brick Kiln Lane, Rufford

Proposed single storey porch to front of dwelling
It was resolved by the council to support this application.

Prior approval planning

NONE

Planning decision granted

NONE

Planning decisions refused.

2025/0602/PIP Land adjacent to 478 Liverpool Road Rufford

Erection of detached dwelling to replace existing structure.

2025/0549/FUL Land off Spark Lane, Rufford

Proposed new dwelling in place of three storage buildings.

Ongoing planning appeals

NONE

1738/25  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022859  Rufford recreation ground new playboat CILT monies                          £5,400

022860  CJ Pennington grass cutting                                                                    £ 933.60

022861  Church Hall hire May/June/July                                                              £   42.00

022863  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
August


          £ 773.96

022863  P Brookfield  park maintenance                                                               £ 382.59

022864  P Brookfield paint/materials                                                                     £ 79.99

022865  K Newsham salary and admin  September                                              £800.68             

022866  CJ Pennington  grass cutting                                                                     £933.60

022867  Crossley and Davis internal auditors 24/25 audit                                     £1056.00                                                                                                          

DDM        Easywebsites July mthly payment                                                       £36.96

DDM        Easywebsites August mthly payment                                                  £36.96

b) Income : 10th July 2025                HMRC                                                        £1434.60

                    25th July 2025    WLBC 1st payment concurrent grant                      £864.00
It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
.
1739/25  To note Cllr Smith’s report regarding the cost of bus stop recently installed.
The Clerk went through the figures of CILT monies obtained from WLBC. Cllrs thought Yates Playgrounds’ prices for installation etc. were fair and VAT can be claimed back.

The council noted the information.
1740/25  Parish Council to provide £300 for training for the parish councillors up to the financial year ending 31st March 2026 and then reviewed.

It was resolved by the council to provide £300 for training for parish councillors up to the financial year ending 31st March 2026 and then reviewed.
1741/25 Flood Risk

Cllr Gordon discussed briefly E.A. shoreline management plans.

This was noted by the council for future reference.

Highways

1742/25 Cllr Pryke to discuss response from MP Patrick Hurley.
Regarding speeding on Holmeswood Road (B5246) MP Patrick Hurley’s letter can be viewed on Rufford and Holmeswood Parish Council website.
The council noted the information for future reference.
1743/25  Cllr Pryke to update on letter addressed to County Cllr Rick Edwards.
Cllr Pryke stated all speed reports and data for Holmeswood Road (B5246) were sent to Cllr Rick Edwards for a meeting with LCC. The information can also be found on Rufford and Holmeswood parish Council website.

The council noted the information and Cllr Pryke and LCC Cllr Edwards would report back to the parish Council.

1744/25 Cllr Pryke to motion the need for Highways and Transport Working Group.

It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pryke to set up and lead a Highways and Transport Working Group.
1745/25 Cllr Smith to propose a FOI request to access police speeding figures on B5246 Holmeswood Road.

It was resolved by the council for Cllr Smith to use the FOI to access police speeding figures on Holmeswood Road (B5246) and report back to the council.

1746/25 Cllr Bradshaw to update on Spark Lane.

Cllr Bradshaw stated LCC should de-restrict signs of national speed limit on Spark Lane Rufford  LCC Cllr Edwards would take this up with LCC.

The council noted the information and await LCC report.

1747/25 Cllr Smith to raise issues of HGVs  on Chapel Lane Holmeswood.

Cllr Smith stated HGVs going to Parker’s farm have damaged road signs on Sandy Way.

The council noted the information and await details of further action by LCC from Cllr Smith.

1748/25 To note Cllr Rear’s report on domestic bin collection issues.

Cllr Rear has written a letter to the leader of the council and to speak at the WLBC meeting on the subject and report back to the parish council with answers.

The council noted the information and await Cllr Rear’s feedback.

1749/25  Cllr Bradshaw to discuss the removal and replacement of out-of-date and damaged dog fouling and neighbourhood watch signs.

PCSO Roy Aldwin would liaise with Cllr Bradshaw on the above with WLBC.

The council noted the information and await Cllr Bradshaw’s report.

1750/25 To note Cllr Pryke’s report following PCSO Aldwin and WLBC Dog Warden

WLBC dog warden to place new dog fouling signs in Rufford.

The council noted the information.

1751/25 Cllr Pickavance stated a number of grids on the A59 and Holly Lane were blocked.

The council noted the information and await Cllr Pickavance’s further information from WLBC.
Public footpaths

1752/25 To note Cllr Bradshaw’s and Cllr Newsham’s recent public rights of way report.
PROW have been noted of Himalayan balsam on a number of footpaths.
Footpath 22 near Fir Tree Nurseries - ,sign needs replacing – PROW informed.

Bridge near Parkers Farm over catchwater Drain needs replacing.

Discuss with PROW to change footpath 19 directions.

Footpath 9 has now been rerouted onto Fiddlers farmland.

The council noted  the information.
1753/25 Cllr Newsham to propose bollards be placed on the footpath from Hesketh Reach to Sluice Lane.

Cllr Newsham asked the question were bollards included in conditions of the original planning application by Jones Homes.

The council noted the information and await Cllr Newsham’s report.
1754/25 Village Halls                

              Rufford 

              NONE

1755/25 Holmeswood

Cllr Smith stated Holmeswood Fun Day raised £4000

To note Cllr. Smith’s report on Holmeswood Tennis Courts at Holmeswood Village Hall.
Cllr Smith to report back to parish council after liaising with Paul Brookfield who cleans the courts.               

The council noted  the information
1756/25 To note Cllr Smith’s report on loose flag stones.
It was resolved by the council for Brian Caunce’s flagger to inspect and report back with an estimate for the work.
   Recreation Grounds 

1756/25  To resolve permission to erect a bench on Rufford Recreation Ground in memory of a resident who passed away.

It was resolved by the council for Lawrence Critchley to speak to Paul Brookfield who maintains the park for installation and positioning of the bench.
1757/25 Cllr Pickavance to raise interest of the council developing parish maps to be placed across the parish area.
It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pickavance to obtain information and details and report back to the council with costings.

1758/25 Clerk to discuss flagpole at Rufford Primary School.

Peter Hall informed clerk the flagpole needs inspection. Clerk has asked Yates Playgrounds to inspect it and report back to the council. Clerk also has asked Yates Playgrounds to place the flagpole on its annual ROSPA inspection.

The council noted the information.

1759/25 To note and approve the clerk’s report.

To share updated format of agendas

Clerk distributed a new version of the agenda layout and asked the councillors for approval.

It was resolved by the council to accept the new agenda format.

1760/25 To note police information

The clerk to inform the council about the engagement of events.
Parish council will e engaging with police over Sept/Oct/Nov on various activities. Mobile police station on Rufford Village Hall car park 20th Sept/18th Oct 2025  12 -3pm.

Clerk to keep the council informed of other activities in advance. This is a good opportunity for parish councillors to attend and meet the public.

The council noted the information.
1761/25 To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Monday 20th October 2025 at St Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford commencing at 7pm.

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 20th October 2025
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.44 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

